EdgebrookLutheran

Worship Service

Saturday, October 24, 2020 — Reformation Day
5:00 P.M.

GATHERING

WELCOME & OPENING LITANY

Almighty God, grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,

to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
to herald your love in the morning,

your truth at the close of the day.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

O God of mercy,

We confess our own ways of thinking and acting

that perpetuate sin and ignore your truth.

We lament wanting to be a church ever-reforming

yet cling to comfortable ways and don’t challenge familiar assumptions.
In the name of Jesus Christ, forgive us, Lord.

Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God,

we are united with Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven.
We rest now in the peace of Christ

and rise in the morning to serve,

reformed by the work of God’s love.

Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING - Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and
not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *2It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on
their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL - John 8:31-36

The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.

31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free."



3They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be made free'?"

#Jesus answered them, "Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. *The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. ¥So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Christina Garrett Klein
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As we commemorate the Reformation this year, we do so in a time of pandemic.
With the ecumenical and global family, we bring our prayers for healing. And we
join with our siblings of other communions in joint service to the neighbor, in
restraint and vigilance, and in shared witness.

Let us now pray for the world, the church, and all those in need, responding to each
petition with the words, “Receive our prayer.”

A brief silence.

... Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over
us.
Amen.

MEAL

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are
celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember
together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make
extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation.

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and
space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the
sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this
separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and
strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming
from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This
is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are
gathered together with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve
each other. If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament,
hear my voice as the external word of grace and invitation.

+ + Receive the Meal + +
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered
with others in the household.

SENDING

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

God, Creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;

Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, raising the dead,;

Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:

Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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We continue sharing in communion. Please call/email the church
office if you need elements brought to you.

DID YOU KNOW THAT SAYING THE
LORD'S PRAYER TAKES EXACTLY AS
LONG AS THE CDC RECOMMENDS
YOU WASH YOUR HANDS?
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Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one
another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to
wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe
boundaries through physical distancing.

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. We have
updated a guideline for worship and all church activities for Phase 4, available on
our email blast and church website. Please check your email, Facebook, etc., for
additional notifications and updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church
council (council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!!
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