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The Advent wreath is a well-known custom for the season. The wreath and winter candle-

lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. 

The unbroken circle of greens is a clear image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the 

crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that 

Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles 

mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the 

wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit, or bows. Its evergreen branches 

lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many 

homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. You may wish to create your 

own advent wreath at home, creating a circle with candles in your worship space, and 

welcome God’s presence among you in a new way. 



GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE         O Wisdom (from The Great ‘O’ Antiphons)      Carl Schalk 

(The hymn ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ is based on these 8th century texts.) 

 

WELCOME 
On this first Sunday of the church year, and the first Sunday of Advent,  

we light one candle for hope. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
O Wisdom (from The Great ‘O’ Antiphons) – Healy Willan 

          O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, 

          Pervading and permeating all creation, mightily ordering all things: 

          Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

May God, our Counselor and our Strength, our Eternal Protector and Champion of 

Peace, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray… Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. We thank you for the 

darkness of night that lets us rest in a weary world. Though the wait is long, it is 

hope in the One born of woman that will never let go. Wake us up through this 

candle’s light so that we are ready to greet Jesus when he arrives and welcome him 

into our hearts and homes. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

  



FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 

Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 

Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to 

be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 

 

    Refrain: 

 
 

Psalm Tone 

 
 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 

 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD | God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  Refrain 

 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  Refrain 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Advent Alleluia   W. Horn 
(based on ‘Veni, Veni, Immanuel’) 

GOSPEL:  Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to 

end all suffering. 

The gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 

time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 

puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 

on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of 

the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say 

to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                        Bishop Yehiel Curry 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying    ELW 436 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this 

weary world. Receive our prayers for everyone in need as we respond to  

each prayer with, “Your mercy is great.” 

A brief silence. 

Draw near to us, O God, in our dreams and in our rising, and receive our prayers 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+ + + Receive the Meal + + + 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered 

with others in the household. 

 

 

 

 



SENDING 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  Amen. 

SENDING HYMN          The King Shall Come                     ELW 260 

DISMISSAL            

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying        Anton Leopold 
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See you next week for worship at 5pm on Saturday (from the synod) 

and livestream from the sanctuary at 8:45am & 10:45am on Sunday! 

We continue sharing in communion. Please call/email the church 

office if you need elements brought to you. 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one 

another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to 

wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe 

boundaries through physical distancing. 

 

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. With 

coronavirus cases on the rise, we will continue worshipping online at this time. Please 

be vigilant and check your email, Facebook, etc., for additional notifications and 

updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church council 

(council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.  

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!! 

mailto:council@edgebrooklutheran.org

