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Third Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

By day and night we pour out our prayer to God. We cry out for justice, yearn for
what is right, and long for God’s peace. As God calls us to follow now, we repent,
confessing our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.

We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources,

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.



In God’s grace, and

through the power and promise of -+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away.

We are claimed as God’s own beloved,

and we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community.
Replenished in that community,

may we keep working, praying, and serving to
live out Christ’s justice

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The God of peace be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING - Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom
should God have mercy?”

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, >“Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast,
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.



1%When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 62:5-12

*For God alone, | wait in silence,
truly, my hope is in God.
°God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold; so that I shall never be shaken.
"In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock, and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God always, O people;
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.

%Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;
those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together, they weigh even less than a breath.
%Pyt no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
11God has spoken once; twice have | heard it:
that power belongs to God.
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O LORD.
For you repay to all according to their work.

GOSPEL - Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will
respond with repentance and faith.

The gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, *and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

18As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 1’And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”



BAnd immediately they left their nets and followed him. °As he went a little
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat
mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Reverend Lawrence Clark
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Responding together to Christ’s call, let us offer our prayers for all in need,
responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Our hope is in you.

b2

A brief silence.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

MEAL

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are
celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember
together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make
extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation.

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and
space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the
sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this
separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and
strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming
from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This
is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are
gathered with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve each other.
If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament, hear my voice
as the external word of grace and invitation.

+ + Receive the Meal + +
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We pause for prayer and reflection.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened
for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.

Amen.

SENDING

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter -+ keep you in peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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See you next week for worship livestream
at 5pm on Saturday and 8:45am & 10:45am on Sunday!

We continue sharing in communion. Please call/email the church
office if you need elements brought to you.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT SAYING THE
LORD'S PRAYER TAKES EXACTLY AS
LONG AS THE CDC RECOMMENDS

YOU gASH YOUR HWS’

Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one
another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to
wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe
boundaries through physical distancing.

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. With
coronavirus cases on the rise, we will continue worshipping online at this time. Please
be vigilant and check your email, Facebook, etc., for additional notifications and
updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church council
(council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!!
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