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The Advent wreath is a well-known custom for the season. The wreath and winter candle-
lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible.
The unbroken circle of greens is a clear image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the
crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that
Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles
mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the
wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit, or bows. Its evergreen branches
lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath.

You may wish to create your own advent wreath at home, creating a circle with candles
in your worship space, and welcome God’s presence among you in a new way.



GATHERING

WELCOME

The Spirit and the church cry out:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

All those who await his appearance pray:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The whole creation pleads:

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

GREETING & PRAYER

The God of peace be with you.
And also with you.

Stir up our hearts, Lord Christ, and come.

We thank you for the darkness of the wilderness that lets us witness the stars.

Like stars in the night sky, you have sent messengers to lead us, calling us to
prepare the way of the Lord, a way of justice and peace.

As we light today's candle, the candle of peace, strengthen us to be messengers of
your way, in a world that may or may not receive us, perceive us, and welcome us.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

May the light of these two candles radiate the ways you are already coming into
our world in the starry sky as we proclaim the arrival of your Son, and may your
peace be our guide today and always.

Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon
is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word
can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.

1Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,



that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
®A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
%Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here 1s your God!”
19See, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
1He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13
LY ou have been gracious to your land, O LORD;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
8 will listen to what the LorRD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts
to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
Wsteadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
URaithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
BRighteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

The gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. "Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8l have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

29

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Rev. Christina Garrett Klein

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of power and might, come to this weary world and comfort your people,
hearing the prayers for everyone in need, responding to each petition with the
words, “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

God of sun and moon, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we
were permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you.
We entrust to you the night; we rest securely, for you are our help, and you neither
slumber nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

MEAL

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are
celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember
together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make
extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation.

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and
space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the
sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this
separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and
strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming
from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This
is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are
gathered with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve each other.
If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament, hear my voice
as the external word of grace and invitation.

+ + Receive the Meal + +
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We pause for prayer and reflection.

SENDING

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

++ now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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See you next week for worship livestream
at 5pm on Saturday and 8:45am & 10:45am on Sunday!

We continue sharing in communion. Please call/email the church
office if you need elements brought to you.

DID YOU KNOW THAT SAYING THE
LORD'S PRAYER TAKES EXACTLY AS
LONG AS THE CDC RECOMMENDS
YOU WASH YOUR HAMS’
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Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one
another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to
wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe
boundaries through physical distancing.

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. With
coronavirus cases on the rise, we will continue worshipping online at this time. Please
be vigilant and check your email, Facebook, etc., for additional notifications and
updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church council
(council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!!
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