
 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 
8:45 A.M. 

Easter Sunday 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                   The Strife Is O’er      Bartholomaeus Helder 

Alleluia! The strife is o’er the battle done; 

Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 

Now be the song of praise begun. 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, 

From death’s dread sting thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to thee. Alleluia! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth,  

like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!  
             ELW 385 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you always. 

And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE      This Is the Feast       Mark Mummer 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray… God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is 

alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen 

life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 

eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 25:6-9 

More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of God’s 

salvation and calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe 

the tears from their eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death itself. 

 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the Lord has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24   Alan Hommerding/rev. W. Horn 

The refrain is sung by the cantor, then by ALL; 

The verses are sung responsively using the psalm tone. 



Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2Let Israel | now declare, 

  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD. Refrain 

 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation.  Refrain 

 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it.  Refrain 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Alleluia      Thomas Pavlechko 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL - Mark 16:1-8 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

The gospel according to Mark.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very 

early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, 

they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus 

of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is 

the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead 

of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.”  

8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                    Pastor Christina Garrett Klein                   

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia (Tanzanian trad.)  
            ELW 364 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us rejoice and be glad on this festival of Christ’s resurrection, offering our 

prayers to God for all in any need, concluding each petition with the Easter 

response “Christ is risen indeed.” 

A brief silence. 

 

In thanksgiving for the new life of the resurrection, we raise these prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  



MEAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS       Holy, Holy    Thomas Pavlechko  

  



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

+ + + Receive the Meal + + + 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered 

with others in the household. 

 

COMMUNION             Praise the Savior              Lynn Thompson 
ELC Bell Choir (pre-recorded)  

 

SENDING 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

  



SENDING HYMN            Jesus Christ Is Risen Today            ELW 365 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL            
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

POSTLUDE        Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands J.S. Bach 
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