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GATHERING

Confessing Racism: A Lament for the Church

As church, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the
ideology of white supremacy. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church has been
silent in the face of racial injustice. God, have mercy.
God, have mercy.

Racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white church. It is
deeply embedded within the individual congregations whose members continue to
foster stereotypes and support polices that actively hurt people of color. God, have
mercy.

God, have mercy.

As church, we declare that the enslavement of black bodies and the removal of
indigenous peoples established racism in the United States, a truth this nation and
this church have yet to fully embrace. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.

Rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through the history of Jim Crow policies,
racial segregation, the terror of lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement,
and the disproportionate incarceration of people of color. God, have mercy.

God, have mercy.



As church we lament the institutional racism of discriminatory treatment within the
call process; inequitable compensation of clergy of color; racial segregation;
divestment from black communities and congregations; systemic policies and
organizational practices; and a failure to fully include the gifts of leadership and
worship styles of black people, indigenous people, and people of color. God, have
mercy.

God, have mercy.

Confessions are empty promises without meaningful actions—actions that are
grounded in prayer, education, and soul-searching repentance. The sin of racism
separates us from one another. Though we trust that we are reconciled to God
through Christ’s death and resurrection, we seek such life-giving reconciliation
with one another. As we repent, let us not turn back to ideologies that promote
white supremacy. We trust that God can make all things new.

Amen.

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the
blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING - Exodus 19:2-8a

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to
serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s
will.

’[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai,
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.*Then
Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus
you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: “You have seen what |
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. °Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,



®but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words
that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all
these words that the LorD had commanded him. ®The people all answered as one:
“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100
'Make a joyful noise to the LorbD, all you lands!
’Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
SKnow that the LorD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
“Enter the gates of the LorD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
°Good indeed is the LorD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

GOSPEL - Matthew 9:35—10:8

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his
first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.

The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

%Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. **When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. *'Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; **therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

%1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. “These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; *Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus,
and Thaddaeus; “Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.



°These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, °but go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. “As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of
heaven has come near.” *Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Christina Garrett Klein

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our
shared world.

A brief silence.

Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless theologians, teachers,
and preachers who help us grow in faith. Guide your church to proudly proclaim
your gospel across the street and around the globe. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy One of unity, we have created divisions you will not own. As we
commemorate this week the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, who in 2015 were
Killed while assembled in their Charleston church for Bible study, we pray: end the
scourge of racism and white supremacy; protect protestors; halt those who intend
violence; preserve our democracy. Raise up leaders who model repentance and
reconciliation, and support legislators who seek justice in our land.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Holy One of compassion, you care for those who are harassed and helpless. heal
the sick, and embrace the fearful. Visit the millions who are suffering from the
coronavirus. Protect us from another wave of disease. Uphold health care workers
and medical researchers as they work on our behalf. Assist the unemployed in
finding a job. Show us how to provide safe housing and daily food for the
homeless in our nation and around the world. Empower all whose voices go
unheard, and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors.

We pray also for those we name here...

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy One, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people
who have gone before us. Sustain us in your mission until the day you bear us up
to join the saints in light. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are
celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember
together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make
extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation.

We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming
from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This
is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are
gathered together with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve
each other. If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament,
hear my voice as the external word of grace and invitation.

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and
space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the
sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this
separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and
strength.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals,
the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

< Receive the Meal >
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered
with others in the household.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have
been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these
gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life.

Amen.

SENDING
OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator, * Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

See you next week for worship live-streamed
at 5pm on Saturday and 10am on Sunday!

We continue sharing in virtual communion. Please call/email the
church office if you need elements brought to you.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT SAYING THE
LORD'S PRAYER TAKES EXACTLY AS
LONG AS THE CDC RECOMMENDS

YOU WASH YOUR H
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Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one
another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to
wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, and create safe boundaries
through physical distancing.

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. Please check
your email, Facebook, etc., for additional notifications and updates in the coming
weeks, and contact the church council (council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any
concerns.

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!!
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