
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Worship Service 

Saturday, August 29, 2020 
5:00 P.M.    

 

GATHERING 

OPENING LITANY 

We gather together to worship the God of our fathers and mothers— 

who hears the cries of His people and comes to their aid; 

who meets us on holy ground and calls us to follow. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

 

We come to worship this morning from different places and for different reasons, 

experiencing the presence of the Spirit in different ways.  

O God, do not be far from us. 

 

We come to worship the God who invites us to leave our selfish ways behind, walk 

in ways of justice and peace, and discover what it means to truly live. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

 

We hear Jesus’ words with different ears:  

Deny yourselves; Take up your cross; Follow me. 

O God, do not be far from us. 

 

O God, we thank you for drawing near to us in worship and in our lives. 

May we have the grace to follow Christ, and to give to him our very lives. 

Amen. 

 

 



GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give 

us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING – Romans 12:9-21 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is 

the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics 

but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of 

others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 

 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one 

another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in 

zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 

strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one 

another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 

than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble 

in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 

is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies 

are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 



GOSPEL – Matthew 16:21-28 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus 

reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a 

disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 

 

The gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus 

began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 

suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 

on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and 

said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 

then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are 

some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 

coming in his kingdom.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              Rev. Christina Garrett Klein 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As we gather separately and together in the Spirit, let us pray for the needs of the 

world, responding to each petition with the words, “Receive our prayer.” 

A brief silence. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 

prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are 

celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember 

together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make 

extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation. 

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and 

space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the 

sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this 

separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and 

strength. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming 

from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This 

is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are 

gathered together with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve 

each other. If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament, 

hear my voice as the external word of grace and invitation. 



 

+  +  Receive the Meal +  + 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered 

with others in the household. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have 

been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these 

gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the 

giver of abundant life. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

See you next week for worship livestreamed 

at 5pm on Saturday and 10am on Sunday! 

We continue sharing in communion virtually. Please call/email the 

church office if you need elements brought to you. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5252 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60646 

www.edgebrooklutheran.org 

Office Phone: 773-763-2121 Fax: 773-647-1752 

Email: office@edgebrooklutheran.org 

 

Our Mission: 

Transforming lives by sharing a saving faith in Jesus Christ  

and living the Gospel through service 

 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, connect with our ministries, 

meet with one of our pastors, or learn more about ELC and how to join, feel free to 

call or email us. You are always welcome here. 

+ Pastor Christina Klein 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one 

another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to 

wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe 

boundaries through physical distancing. 

 

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. We have 

updated a guideline for worship and all church activities for Phase 4, available on 

our email blast and church website. Please check your email, Facebook, etc., for 

additional notifications and updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church 

council (council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.  

 

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!! 
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