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GATHERING

OPENING LITANY

Almighty God, grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
To sing praise to your name, O Most High;
To herald your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against you this day.

Some of my sin | know—

the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to you.

In the name of Jesus Christ, | ask forgiveness.

Deliver and restore me, that | may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God

we are united with Jesus Christ,

in whom we are forgiven.

We rest now in the peace of Christ
and rise in the morning to serve.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray... O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING — Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only

vegetables. *Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed

them. “Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

*Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ®Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and
give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. ™For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1230 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL - Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” ?2Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 2°and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 2’And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.

28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” 2°Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.” 3°But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. 3*\When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place.

32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 3Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. *So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Christina Garrett Klein



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.

Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings.

In righteousness, | shall see you;
when | awake, your presence will give me joy.

Each petition will end with “God of compassion”
You are invited to respond with, “Receive our prayer.”

... We give all these things to your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL

We practice two sacraments in the Lutheran tradition: baptism and holy communion. These are
celebrated in community, in public worship, where we can all participate and remember
together: God is known for using ordinary earthly things (like water, bread, and wine) to make
extraordinary promises (like forgiveness, salvation, healing and new life) to creation.

Today is a good reminder that this simple meal nourishes God’s community across time and
space - this is why we call it communion. We would rather be with you in person for the
sacrament today, but we trust Jesus to show up beyond our limitations, to meet us in this
separation with a Spirit that unites, to feed us with the bread of life who is our source and
strength.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



We don’t serve ourselves communion because there’s something holy about that promise coming
from outside our own bodies, a perfect declaration from God spoken to us by our neighbor: This
is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, poured out for you. If you are
gathered together with others from your household, speak these words aloud when you serve
each other. If you do not have someone in the room with you while you receive the sacrament,
hear my voice as the external word of grace and invitation.

+ + Receive the Meal + +
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We pause for prayer and reflection, and to give time to commune those gathered
with others in the household.

SENDING

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Almighty and merciful God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep us, this night and forevermore.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

See you next week for worship livestream
at 5pm on Saturday and 8:45am & 10:45am on Sunday!

We continue sharing in communion virtually. Please call/email the
church office if you need elements brought to you.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT SAYING THE
LORD'S PRAYER TAKES EXACTLY AS
LONG AS THE CDC RECOMMENDS
YOU ASH YOU H S?

« aciae

———

Thank you for worshipping with us today as we seek to be in community with one
another while minimizing physical contact. As a gentle reminder, please continue to
wash your hands for the recommended 20 seconds, wear a mask and create safe
boundaries through physical distancing.

We know that God is with us and God is at work, wherever we worship. We have
updated a guideline for worship and all church activities for Phase 4, available on
our email blast and church website. Please check your email, Facebook, etc., for
additional notifications and updates in the coming weeks, and contact the church
council (council@edgebrooklutheran.org) with any concerns.

Stay safe and be well! God’s peace to you!!
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